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Today is a celebration of process, professionalism, and possibility.

This experience reflects our uncompromising standards and the belief that
excellence is not optional — it’s expected.

Shakespeare in Detroit’s Summer Conservatory is not a summer camp. It is a
rigorous, scholarship-based training ground where students build performance and
professional skills — meeting deadlines, collaborating under pressure, and learning to
grow through challenge rather than retreat from it. The process also holds up a
mirror, helping students assess their readiness to work beyond the familiarity of
school settings — with professionals who bring different expectations,
communication styles, and standards.

Returning this year are Arise Rock (Director, STEAM 2019–2022), Cedar Rock
(Production Assistant, STEAM 2021–2024), Hillary Lark (Production Assistant, STEAM
2021), and Kennedi Wheeler (Guest Relations, STEAM 2021 & 2023), showing the
strength of our student-to-professional pipeline. Behind the scenes, students like
Jeffrey Moy (13, Sound), Miguel Vazquez (15, Lights), and Veronica Bussey (15,
Costumes) worked with mentors Kennikki Jones-Jones, Jonathan Curry, Megan
O’Brien, and Toni Davison to support the process from start to finish.

We are grateful to the Max M. & Marjorie S. Fisher Foundation, whose support now
nears half a million dollars, and to the Walters Family Foundation, whose matching
grant sustained this year’s STEAM program. We also thank the Gilbert Family
Foundation for its past support. To date, Shakespeare in Detroit has awarded over
$100,000 in youth scholarships. If you believe this work matters, please share our
story and help sustain it.

With Professor Jon Wargo and the Eileen Lappin Weiser Center for the Learning
Sciences at the University of Michigan, we are conducting a third-party study on the
long-term impact of our youth programs. We hope to expand access to students with
both the need—and the hunger and openness to learning. 

Thank you for being part of this journey and for being here. 

 To support or learn more, visit shakespeareindetroit.com.

— Sam White, Founder



When I first began thinking about what I wanted my
version of Hamlet to look like- I kept returning to the
same question: Is revenge worth it? This is the question
Hamlet himself struggles with throughout the course of
the play. It is a strong reminder to us today, when it’s so
easy to choose revenge over forgiveness, and death
over life. It was my goal from the start to help my actors
understand why this story still needs to be told, and
what they can learn from Hamlet. It was also my goal to
show the power and grief of the two women in the show
who Hamlet is closest with, and how they attempt to
turn him away from the path of revenge. They offer
instead a path of forgiveness, which seems simple, but
is much more difficult than what he chooses in the end.
In a time where many of us wonder if life is worth living,
I encourage you to do the first part of what Hamlet
ponders. I encourage you to BE.

Director’s Note
Arise Rock



Arise Rock, Director
London Bradley (Guildenstern, Gravedigger, Soldier)
Veronica Bussey – Costumes and Props
*Steve Xander Carson – Stage Combat Instructor, Fight Choreography
*Jonathan Curry – Instructor, Improv and Lights 101
*Toni Davison – Costume Designer
*Tiah Davison – Wardrobe Assistant
Lorelei DeArmas (Ambassador, 3rd Player Lucianus)
Serenity Earth (Ophelia)
Gianni Espinoza (Polonius)
Redick Grant Jr. (Barnardo, 1st Player King, Osric)
* Lindsay Holston, Yoga instructor
*Kennikki Jones-Jones – Sound Designer
Phoenix Jones (Rosencrantz, Doctor, Real Player King)
Evan Jordan (Laertes)
Hillary Lark – Production Assistant II
Jeffrey Moy – Sound Apprentice, Head of Paint, Props Assistant
*Megan O'Brien – Lighting Designer
Evan Parrish (Hamlet)
*Destiny Philson (Conservatory Counselor)
Tarrin Price (Marcellus, 2nd Player Queen)
Cedar Rock – Production Assistant I (Ghost of Hamlet’s Father)
Maliyah Staten (Gertrude)
Kayden Tellis (Horatio)
Taj Wallace (Cornelius, Messenger, Captain)
*Jon Wargo – University of Michigan Partner
Kennedi Wheeler – Guest Relations
Royce Withrow (Claudius)
Miguel Vazquez – Lights Apprentice, Set and Props Assistant
*Sam White – Voice and Text Instructor, Producer
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